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It is for this simple reason that I feel a deep sense of appreciation for all those who took the time 
to aid me in whatever capacity they have. There is no reclaiming time spent and I earnestly hope 
that this book serves as a form of compensation for it.    

Translation of the illuminated funerary manuscript was carried out in consultation with Yungdrung 
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expertise. Geshe Rinchen Tenzin also generously aided me in the comprehension of the Gathang 
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the Eternal Bon religion and personal interest in funerary traditions proved invaluable to the 
philological work upon which this book is based. It is with much satisfaction that I express 
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other Tibetans who have shared their culture and various dialects with me. Their input has had a 
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appreciative of Tashi Tsering (Dharamsala) for imparting some of his vast knowledge about his 
homeland to me during numerous conversations spanning many years.
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Payne and Alex Gardner of the Rubin Foundation for their time in helping me see this work 
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assistance and attention of Frederique Darragon (Paris) and Moke Mokotoff (New York) were 
also essential and are very much appreciated. 

I had the excellent fortune of being able to give a draft of this work to four distinguished colleagues 
for their comments and considerations. The input of Professor Ernst Steinkellner (Vienna) cannot 
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this work. Dr. Guntram Hazod (Hummelberg) unstintingly shared his formidable knowledge of 
$��%���������
�=�0��%��
�+�!���<�+
���<%<����%
���0���0%����%
�����������@%00"�E<<������00!K��%�
�&&%
%<����>�)%���%�>�+���������@��++%�
���������@�
)K��<<����=����<%
��0!����������%
�00�@�
��"�
#
�&%���
�#%
��"���
%��%��Q'%�+\��U������%%����?�%����+�
�����������%�=
%�������&���������)K����
individual always ready to help and counsel when asked. I am indebted to Dr. Brandon Dotson 
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for the improvement of this book. He also made available several scholarly works that were 
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forthcoming academic papers. Drs. Li Linhui (Lhasa) and Tong Tao (Beijing) furnished me with 
images of spectacular archaeological discoveries. Their openhanded cooperation contributed 
much to this book as well.
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special interest in the ancient world. I heartily thank him for his time and friendship. I am also 
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ready to help. Book layout was most agreeably executed by Brian Sebastian (Siddhbari). 
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kindly came from David Pritzker (Oxford) and Lishu Shengyal Tenzin Gyaltsen (Gyalrong 
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my shoulders. I appeal to the reader to make an allowance for my imperfect understanding of 
Tibetan culture and literature.
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