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space up to the city, providing a glimpse of this vision of

a Centre Pompidou for music. This architectural structure

thus serves as a meeting place for visitors as they stroll

around, offering the prospect of an open house.

Roman Höllbacher

Potential heritage buildings – in favour of a culture of
continued construction

When people speak disparagingly of today’s architecture,

the deterioration of Baukultur and the uniformity of ar-

chitecture, we should bear in mind that each pejorative

assessment of an era was eventually followed by its re-

discovery. Historicism and post-war architecture are both

cases in point, and more recently, 1970s architecture and

postmodernism are up for negotiation. While the number

of monuments in existence continues to grow, conserva-

tion experts have repeatedly had to revise and overhaul

their methods, occasionally with fatal consequences for

the cultural heritage. This should give us food for thought.

The argument, therefore, is that monument conservation

must engage and work together with contemporary

architecture to ensure that history is intertwined with 

the present and to safeguard the authenticity of historic

buildings and monuments.

Gerold Eßer

Construction in existing monuments and world heri­
tage sites – on the management of planning processes
for “build on” projects

Continued building in monuments and world heritage

sites places the very highest demands on processes

of physical transformation. From a conservation per-

spective, the focus here is on ensuring that any sub-

stantial interventions in culturally loaded contexts are

harmonious and preserve the value of the heritage. In

the daily business of monument protection, particular

importance is attached to prudent management of

planning processes throughout every stage of planning

and construction, the aim being to select projects in a

targeted way in consultation with all the parties involved,

and to ensure conservation-oriented project execution.

The discussion of experiences from recent plans for

changes is elucidated with examples from the Wachau

World Heritage Site and from Lower Austria.
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